
 

 
 

* With the exception of cartel proceedings, where the opening of proceedings normally takes place simultaneously with the adoption of the 
SO

Annex 1
The enforcement of Articles 101 & 102 TFEU in

prohibition and commitment decisions: a roadmap

Origin of the case

Complaints       Ex officio

Initial assessment:
- investigative instruments may be used

- case may be allocated to another ECN member and vice versa
- cases discarded which do not merit further action

- complainant informed of proposed course of action

Opening of proceedings*

State of Play meeting
- shortly after opening

Investigation
- including State of Play meeting at a sufficiently advanced stage

Statement of Objections 
(SO)

if parties show willingness to discuss 
commitments Case closed for 

some/ all parties

Access
to file Complainants 

informed about 
Commission's intention to 

reject the complaint

State of Play meeting

Oral 
hearing

Preliminary Assessment

State of Play meeting
- offered either after parties 

have replied to the SO or 
after the Hearing

Submission of 
commitments

Case closed Advisory 
Committee

Article 7 
prohibition 

decision

Market test

State of Play meeting

Advisory Committee

Article 9 Commitment 
decision

Reply by parties to SO

If reply by 
complainant, 

rejection 
decision is 

taken 

If no reply, 
complaint is 

deemed to be 
withdrawn

 

     Source: EU-Commission (2010): Best Practices on the conduct of proceedings concerning Articles 101 and 102 TFEU, Annex 1. 


